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General Information

Description of School: ~ Cistercian Roserea or Roscrea ool
in Ireland. It is a Roman Catholic severn-day boarding school for boys and was
founded in 1905

Location: Mount t. Joseph Abbey, Roscrea, Co. Tippetary,

Number of Students: 182 (2015/16)

Principal: Mr Brendan Fechan

Telephone: +353.505 23344

Fax: +353 50522066

Website: W cerie

Email: info@cerie

Average Class Size: 24

-hool History

Located within the grounds of Mount St. Joseph Abbey in County Offaly, Ireland, the school is managed by
‘moniks of the Trappist branch of the Cistercians. It i situated in the beautiful grounds of Mount Saint Joseph
Abbey, 25 miles west of Roscrea town. Surounded by open wooded countryside and thirty acres of grounds
and sports felds it also adjoins the Abbey famn of 360 hectares. The original property and lands are Mount
Heaton House (now the guesthouse) and Demesne in the towns land of Ballyskenagh which is in the teritory of
Ely O'Caroll in the Kings County, now County Offaly. The House, Sehool, Abbey, Farm and playing fields are
Just actoss the comnty border fiom Tippetary in County Offaly and so the school plays ifs sport in Leinster
competiions.

‘The school was founded by the Cistercian monks in 1905 as a monastic boarding school for boys and has
edhucated students from all over Ireland and Overseas. CCR is one of o monastic schools i Ireland and in
19904

Notable former students include Brian Cowen - Former Prime minister of Ireland, Dick Spring, former
players, Duily.

‘The college also celebrated its centenary year from September 200 unil September 2006, giving rise to many
events, visits and talks from famous past students and their friends. The speskers included; President of
Ineland Mary MeAleese, Dick Spring., Brian Cowen, Mary Hanafin and Charlie McCeevy.



Junior Cycle Subjects 15t Year

Trish, where
students have the option to study them at ordinary level.

Mathematics
History
Business Studies

Religior
At (optional)

German
Music

2nd and 3rd Years
In 2nd year, students have the option to confinte studying French and Gemman or just to study French. The
students who choose not o study German will study Art during the allocated timetable periods and those who
study both French and German, have the option to study At during the evening timetable.

‘Technical Graphics is offered to all students as an optional subject in 21d and 31d year. 3rd year students may
ehoose not {0 continue with music as an examinable subject for the Junior Cert.

Transition Year.

Cistercian College Roscrea has been educating boys in the heart of Ireland for over one hundred years. Since
1994 the College has offered the Transition Year Programme as a bridge between the junior and senior cycles
‘The programme bas been evolving over the last two decades, reflecting the changing approaches to education
and the developments in the school cumiculum, as well as the massive advances within the scientific and

technological worlds.

Now in the 20th year of this programme, the College has added extra dimensions, enhancing this unique
experience as an invaluable preparation for the Leaving Certificae programme and entry to third level
education. As a 7-day boarding school Cistercian College offers studeuts the opportunity to live where they
leam. Located in the extensive grounds of Mount St Joseph Abbey, the College is a secure environment, the
faclites of which are enhanced by the adjoining dairy farm and woodlands. These factors together with the
monastic influence of Mount St Joseph Abbey and a dedicated and committed staff are what make Cistercian

College nique. Cistercian College has a proud tradition of offer

a rounded and holistic education. Their

philosophy is modelled on St ina be organised

so that “the strong have something to strive for and the weak are not discouraged”. There is a focus on

developing the individual and unique talents of each student, and on providing a broad and balanced timetable
and curriculun,



Transition Year Continued

‘The Transition Year Programme at Cistercian College is infended fo prepare students for senior cycle and also
1o provide educational experiences to enhance their personal development and decision making. Rescarch
carried out by the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment [NCCA] clearly indicates that in the
Leaving Certificate examination students who followed a Transition Year course outperformed those who did
ot

‘Transition Year is the ideal time for students to begin to think about what future career path they will choose
afe slool. As part of the academic programne, st ttnd two carer guidance class peiods per weck,
where the initial focus is on C.V. preparation, completion of application forms for University and for the
warkplace. Sudents are o ake part inthe varions p which are on
offe in Trniy College, UCD and the RCSL. During the year the students explore diffren carser optons
{hwough the medium of a programme of caree information evenings where guest speakers deliver career
seminars, complete with question and answer sessions. An important aspect of the Transition Year career

‘guidance programme is to faciltate subject choice for the Leaving Certificate. The aftemoons, evenings and

including

Chinese Language and:
Live action film making

Photography Workshop.

Writing Workshop

At Workshop

Certificated Courses n ECDL, Sage Accounts and First Aid (Fetac Level 5)

Sth and 6th Years

Students study the core subjects:

Mathematics
English

Tish
French or German

Thre other sy i
« Physies + Chemisty + Biology
« Amicutural Science « Geography o Hist
« Business « Accouing + Economics
. A * Design and Communication * Music
o Spnish Graphics

« Agricultual Economics

‘Students may study more than seven subjects for the Leaving Cert, and this is facilitaed by offering subjects
during the evening timetable. Three additional subjects can be taken by students but are not exanined in the




Co- Curricular Acti

ies

Music,drama and debating have aiways played importan roles in education at Cistercian College Roscrea
Studentsare actively encouraged 0 get involved i thearts including:

« Choir

« Traditional Iish Musi Sessions

+ Folk Cloir

Musicals

Plays

College Orel

inatotal of 22 hould a student wish fo avail of

Students are also encouraged to participate in the College Choir and orchestra
A public speaking module is taken by all studeats in fist, second and third year, Students compete for the
al Silve

1 Gold medal public speaking competitions. Students debate at

egional and national level in

German

ind Gacilge and are also encouraged to present for external academy examinations. Debating societies

in cach year provide opportunities for public oratory, building self-confidence and promoting team work

amongst students,

Sport
Rughy

‘The Colleges" schools” rugby academy is one of the most successful in Ireland and bas strong repres

ternational schoolboy level and on the Leinster and Connaug e teams, year on year.

Each year Cistercian College fields ten rugby teams inchuding four in Senior House (TY, 5% & 6 years). The

y for the last hree seasons. Cistercian College

‘Senior Cup Team has been rated among the top five n the cou

also run a senior seconds (SIIXV) and senior third (SIIXV) team every year, as well as a Transition Year rugby

competition. The Junior House programime runs six teams, focusing mainly on developing the core skills

essential for a successful transiton to SCT rugby. Each year there are fwo junio teams along with two 2% year

and two 1 year teams. Allteams have dedicated of 2 pet sea



Hurling

Hurling in Cistercian College Roscrea is based on the principle of self-improvement. The school has competed

inseveral Leinster Finals since. 7 teams are run in the College fiom Ist year 0 senior.

1tis the ambition

fthe College to get back into the top tier of Leinster Hurling and capture a first All-leland

“A" Colleges tile. The new hurling timetable in CCR will consist of 4 sessions a week. 3 hurling skills sessions

are held, including one match, and one supervised conditioning session. The college has access to top of the

range video analyss to develop the feam and individual. Hurling alley tournaments are also run along with

indoor hurln




